
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



CHAPTER XVIII.  

 

 

 

PLANTING CHURCHES IN INDIANA AND ILLINOIS.  

 

Now the long and toilsome duty,  

 

Stone by stone to carve and bring.  

Afterward tiie perfect beauty  

 

Of the palace of the King.  

 

—F.'R. H.  

 

THE Rev. William Harris was the first Cumberland Presby-  

terian preacher to visit Indiana. In a letter to him, written  

by Mrs. Lindsey, of Indiana, in June, 1812, she says: "We have  

had but one sermon since your visit to this countr>\ One Sabbath  

after another comes, but all is silent — the glad news of salvation is  

never heard.'" The date of the visit by Harris alluded to in this  

letter can be only proximately determined. As Mrs. Lindsey  

moved to Indiana in 1810, and the visit was prior to 181 2, we may  

fix its date as probably in 181 1. Her pleadings finally induced  

Harris, accompanied by Alexander Chapman, to make a second  

preaching tour in that countr>'. The date of this second visit is  

also uncertain, but it preceded the tour which Chapman and Barnett  



made by order of Logan Presbyter>^ in 18 17.  

 

What the Methodists called circuits, Logan Presbyter}- called  

districts; and what the ]\Iethodists called circuit riders, Logan Pres-  

bytery called missionaries. Nowhere in the Minutes of the early  

meetings of Logan Presbytery have I found the missionar}^ called a  

circuit rider, though he had regular rounds of "appointments" like  

a Methodist itinerant. One of the districts of Logan Presbytery  

at first took in several counties of Kentucky^ along with all of  

Indiana; but when ministers multiplied Indiana became a separate  

district.  

 

During Harris's tour through Indiana the claims, wants, and  

earnest pleadings of those pioneers made a deep impression on his  

 

'Beard's Harris, p. 129. =H. A. Hunter's MSS.  
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heart. At the next meeting of his presbytery he preached a ser-  

mon on the need of more laborers. In this sermon he gave a  

description of the West and its wants. His feelings became so  

deep that he could not talk, and, sinking down in overwhelming  

emotion, he wept and prayed, but could not finish his sermon.  

Several preachers date their call to the work of the ministry from  



that hour and that sermon, and several of these made that same  

western country their life-time field of labor.  

 

The presbytery named one of its districts Wabash and one  

Indiana, and sent missionaries to both every year. The older  

preachers generally attended the camp-meetings in Indiana. There  

is something sublime in the struggles of Logan Presbytery to sup-  

ply all this vast field with the gospel. As the number of its min-  

isters was wholly inadequate to meet the ever-increasing demand  

for the grand work, a fast-day was appointed for special prayer to  

God for more called laborers. At the very next meeting of the  

presbytery David Lowry, Aaron Shelby, William McCord, and  

William Henry were received as candidates, and before another  

year four others were received — H. A. Hunter, W. M. Hamilton,  

A. Downey, and Thomas Campbell. Six of these men were, at one  

time or another, sent to the vast districts of Wabash and Indiana.  

At subsequent meetings, within a few months, another long list of  

names was added to Logan Presbytery's roll of preachers, among  

others Henry F. Delany and Joel Knight. These men, along with  

others, helped to plant the churches in Indiana and Illinois.  

 

When Anderson Presbytery was organized Indiana and Illinois  

were included in its bounds. Before this Logan Presbytery had  

extended over this vast field. The first mention of any repre-  

sentatives in Logan Presbytery from the churches in either of these  

States is found in the Minutes of the fall meeting of 1819. The  

Black River congregation of Indiana and the Seven Mile Prairie  



congregation in Illinois both had representatives in that meeting.  

The Rev. Dr. Darby and the Rev. J. E. Jenkins in their pamphlet  

history of our church in southern Indiana give the probable order  

of date for our first churches there as follows: Mt. Zion, McAlisters,  

Shiloh, Milburns, White Oak Springs, Lester's, Osborne's, Mt.  

Pleasant.  
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The manuscripts of the Rev. H. A. Hunter give some touching  

accounts of the hardships which the first missionaries in the Indiana  

district endured in their winter tours. To swim rivers in midwinter  

in such a climate as that of Indiana was a trial to Southern men  

even when they were of that hardy type which was so common in  

those early times. Over half the first preachers of Indiana were  

natives of Tennessee, where the winters are mild. Others were  

Kentuckians, and one was from South Carolina. None of these  

men ever missed an appointment. If there was any exception,  

sickness and not the weather or the hardships was the cause.  

 

These early preachers had other things besides weather to try  

their courage. Their work in this field began before Indiana was  

a State, and before Indian troubles ceased to fill the land with mid-  

night alarms. The great Indian war, in which General Harrison  

led the American troops to victory on Indiana soil, did not end  



until after Cumberland Presbyterian pioneers began their work for  

Jesus on that same soil. Harrison's victories live in the annals of  

blood; the victories won by Harris and Chapman live in the annals  

of eternal life.  

 

The following account of the organization of Mt. Zion congre-  

gation is from the historical pamphlet already mentioned:  

 

This congregation was organized by the Rev. William Barnett in  

August, 1817, at a Methodist place of worship known as Shiloh, in  

Gibson County. The elders were James Knowles, Samuel Montgom-  

ery, and Alexander Johnson, the two former having been elders in the  

Presbyterian church. It is probable that this was the first Cumberland  

Presbyterian congregation in the State. At first the name of the con-  

gregation was Hopewell, and the members were accustomed to worship  

and hold their camp-meetings at the same place with the Methodists.  

Thus two camp-meetings were held each year on the same spot con-  

jointly for a number of years. Finallv, under circumstances which  

need not now be mentioned, the two meetings having been announced  

to take place at the same time, the Cumberland Presbyterians with-  

drew, and, with the aid of many sympathizers in the community, estab-  

lished a camp-ground one half mile from Shiloh, and held their meet-  

ing at the appointed time. When Messrs. Downey, Lynn, Hunter, and  

others were assembled at the time of meeting, the question arose as to  

what name the new place of worship should bear. Father Downey  

said: "Call it Mt. Zion, for it shall never be removed." [Ps. cxxv. i.]  
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There are other historic churches in Indiana, but the interest-  

ing details of their history must be left for some larger book, or  

for some local State history of our people. The Evansville and  

Newburg congregations belong to later periods, and deserve more  

space than I can give them. The former is now the largest church  

in our denomination.  

 

Two incidents of the early Indiana camp - meetings are here  

given cm the authority of the Rev. H. A. Hunter, who witnessed  

them. They are clipped from Dr. Darby's pamphlet:  

 

A man of considerable prominence in the estimation of some, par-  

ticularly of himself, who clauned to be a Universalist, heard a sermon  

on Monday of the meeting, and became the subject of such conviction  

that with many others he came to the altar for prayer. The preacher  

went to him and endeavored to encourage him to believe and be saved.  

 

"O Mr. ," said he, "I can believe that Christ died for and will save  

 

the whole world, but I am such a sinner I fear he will not save me."  

 

At a camp-meeting near Mr. Lester's, in Daviess County, a young  

man and his bride were in attendance. The lady became exceedingly  



concerned about her soul, and came forward for the prayers of the  

church. Being deeply affected, her weeping and praying excited the  

sympathy of her husband, who came to her, not to encourage her in  

her purpose, but to oppose it. He bade her arise and go out of the  

congregation. She entreated him to stay with her, saying, "Let us go  

together to heaven." Becoming enraged, he refused his assent to her  

course, and threatened to leave her there if she did not come out.  

Then throwing her arms around his neck, she exclaimed: "I will go  

with you, my husband, if we go to hell." They left the congregation,  

and went home together. They were never in another congregation  

alive, but within a few weeks were both dead.  

 

It is to be regretted that Mr. Hunter did not leave us accounts  

of many other thrilling camp-meeting incidents witnessed by him  

not only in Indiana but in other States. Such incidents show that  

the preaching of these Western missionaries produced results simi-  

lar to those seen under the ministry of McGready and others at the  

beginning of the great revival in Kentucky and Tennessee. There  

are traditions of a wonderful character about Himter's camp-meet-  

ings. Interesting details of Chapman's work in Indiana are given  

in Dr. Bird's Life of Chapman, a book that all Cumberland Pres-  

byterians ought to read. The following account of a camp-meeting  

 

 

 

i68 Cumberland Presbyterian History. [Period ii.  

 



held by Chapman and others just on the borders of the white set-  

tlements, and near to the Indians, is given by the Rev. William  

Lynn:  

 

They commenced their operations. The Lord was present, and  

worked with power. Many fell to the ground under the power of the  

gospel. Some lay helpless for a long time, which caused a great talk  

among the people. There was a very strong, rough-looking man who  

said they could not make him fall. The meeting passed on till Mon-  

day. Mr. Chapman preached, and just as he commenced his discourse  

he noticed this man come into the edge of the congregation and stop  

and look at him very steadily. Directly the man drew nearer the stand,  

and as Mr. Chapman advanced in his sermon the man came still nearer,  

and about the close of the discourse he was trembling in every joint.  

Discovering that he had lost the use of his limbs, and the people refus-  

ing to carry him away, he grasped a small tree that stood near, and  

cried out, "I won't fall, I won't," still hugging the tree; but at last he  

fell full length on the ground before the stand.  

 

This falling helpless continued to mark the work of the great  

revival till about the year 1840. It was common at most of the  

camp-meetings where the fathers of our church preached. It dis-  

appeared gradually as the power of the great revival waned and  

the men of 1800 passed away.  

 

 



 


