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JASPER — The shelves in the genealogy room in the Jasper Public Library are lined with 
materials penned by George R. Wilson, a prominent figure in Dubois County and the state of 
Indiana in the late 1800s and early 1900s. 

 
Margaret Wilson               George Wilson 

George penned more than 10,000 pages of Dubois County history, giving the county the most 
complete historical record of Indiana’s 92 counties at the time, but he was more than a historian. 
He and his sister, Margaret, played multiple roles in their communities and helped build Dubois 
County into what it is today. 
 
The Redevelop Old Jasper Action Coalition plans to honor the Wilsons with an exhibit in the 
Alexander School, a one-room schoolhouse that will be placed on the Hoosier Desk property 
near the Schaeffer Barn and the Riverwalk. The Alexander School is currently located in 
Madison Township south of Ireland. 
 
The Wilson siblings arrived in Dubois County in 1866 with their parents. Both attended local 
schools, and Margaret was the first student to earn a diploma in Dubois County. George never 
graduated, but was awarded several honorary diplomas and college degrees later in life. He was a 
self-educated man, preferring a book and his library over the social scene of the time, according 
to an account of his life written by Margaret.  
 
Both Wilson siblings began their careers at Hopkins School, a one-room school house in Dubois 
County.  
 
George began teaching when he was 17, and stayed at Hopkins for seven years before teaching 
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for two years at the Ireland Advanced School. Margaret came to Hopkins after earning teaching 
degrees from Indiana State Normal in Terre Haute (now Indiana State University) and Indiana 
and Chicago Universities, according to a biographical paper compiled by local historian Junie 
Himsel. From Hopkins, Margaret then moved to a teaching position at Jasper High School and 
became the school’s principal. 
 
The first known Jasper High School periodical, “The Ivy,” was dedicated to Margaret in 1913. 
The graduating senior class wrote, “In token of our appreciation of her diligent and tireless work 
for the improvement of our school, and our gratitude for her kindness and patience with us, we 
the Senior Class with inexpressible joy dedicate the 1913 Ivy to Miss Margaret A. Wilson.”  
 
After 15 years as principal, Margaret became superintendent of the Jasper City Schools and held 
the position for 11 years.  
 
“She moved the school forward,” Himsel said. “She developed a curriculum with the students in 
mind.”  
 
When she wasn’t teaching, Margaret lead efforts in the community, earning the nickname Aunt 
Maggie. She was instrumental in starting the Jasper Public Library and served as its first 
librarian. She also helped found the 20th Century Literary Club, the Music and Art Coterie and 
the Professional Women’s Club of Jasper. At the age of 93, she served as the honorary chairman 
of the Jasper Centennial of the Incorporation of the City of Jasper. She died three years later in 
1968 at the age of 96. 
 
Like George, Margaret wrote historical documents, the most well known of which is “The 
History of Shiloh” that was published in 1929. Margaret also worked with George on his 8,000-
page “Historical Notes of Dubois County,” which are in the collection at the Lilly Library at 
Indiana University. She wrote the final volume after George died in 1941. Researchers in the 
Jasper Library can see where her work in the final volume began as the typeset she used was 
different from that of George.  
 
George is most well known for his extensive writings on Dubois County’s history, which began 
with his 1896 book “History and Art Souvenir of Dubois County,” which he wrote after noticing 
that younger generations knew very little about local history. In the preface of that book, he 
writes, “If we succeed in getting even a few children to know more of their county, to think more 
of her institutions, to better respect the old citizens and help advance Dubois County along the 
road to continued usefulness and prosperity, we shall feel amply repaid for our labor.”  
 
It seems historical writing became a passion of his, as he continued cataloguing Dubois County’s 
history until his death. Many of his books include hand-drawn illustrations.  
 
He played a large role in tracing the Buffalo Trace, a trail that brought early pioneers to Dubois 
County, and used his own resources to erect historical markers around the county, many of 
which are still in place today.  
 
Today’s local historians are indebted to George for his work. His detailed histories and 



genealogies of prominent families give them a plethora of resources for their own work. 
 
“If (George and Margaret) wouldn’t have done it, we wouldn’t have it,” Himsel said.  
 
Although George was a prolific historian, he preferred to be remembered for his work as a 
surveyor, according to the biography of him written by Margaret. He served as assistant surveyor 
in Dubois County from 1877 to 1884, and went on to be elected himself in 1884 for two terms. 
He was the first local surveyor to use a level in his work and wrote several pamphlets on the 
profession. Spurred by his work as a surveyor, George traversed the county, drawing maps that 
historians and researchers still reference today.  
 
George also enjoyed a long career with the State Life Insurance Company in Indianapolis where 
he wrote insurance laws that were put in place at the time and many of which are still used today.  
 
At home in Jasper, George held stock in several early Dubois County companies including the 
Jasper Herald, the Dubois County Telephone Company, Jasper Chair Company and Jasper 
Seating Company. Like Margaret, he served on several local boards and committees.  
 
“He was, put simply, the right man in the right place at the right time,” Himsel said.  
 
Himsel compiled biographical pamphlets on both George and Margaret Wilson for the Dubois 
County Historical Society. The pamphlets can be purchased at the Dubois County Museum. The 
Wilsons’ exhibit in the Aleaxander School will open once the school is relocated to Old Jasper 
and restored. The structure will be moved in the spring, pending weather. 
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